M
THE THREE DAYS BATTLES.

UNOFFICIAL DETAILS.

THE ENEMY DEFEATED, AND HIS
DEAD AND WOUNDED LEFT
ON THE FIELD.

ABOUT FIVE THOUSBAND PRISONERS TAKEN.

Seversl of the correspondents of the New York
press with the Army of the Potomac have fur-
nished sccounts, more or lees at large, of the en-
gagements o Wedoesday and Thursday last.
Though ali of them are highly interesting, we se-
lect the following secount from the pem of Mr. G.
W. Hoamer as beiog the fullest and most particu-
lar in ita statements. His letters are dated “In
the Field,” near Gettysburg, on the nights of the
1st and 2d instant.

THE BATTLE OF WEDNESDAY.

Gen. Buford’s cavalry bad previously driven the rebels
to the west of Gettysburg, beyond the seminary, and be-
tween nine and ten welock A, M. the rebels gave his pick-
ets a pretty sharp brush and drove them in.

Gen. Reynolds, with the First Corps, was on the road
from Emmettsburg to Gettysburg, en route to the latter
place, which the road sppronches through the scene of the
confliot,

BEGINNING OF THE FIGIT.

Geperal Reynolde st once threw forward the first
division, under Gen. Wadsworth, which began to drive the
enemy frum the start. Very soon afterwards the second
division of the same corps went on the right of the first
division, the third division on the left of the first, and the
whole line begsu to advance.

Nearly west of the town, just in Lhe outekirte, near the
seminary, is a large brick edifice. Souihward from this
runs a piece of woods, nod the seminary stands on a ridge
which slopes to the west into a little open valley of
ploughed fields and meadows, rich with grass aud grain.
Beyond the valley is a ridge of higher land, thickly wooded-
The valley runs in a southwesterly direction, and at its
lower extremity is a large farmhouse, near which the
Eighth Iilinois Cavalry was drawn up in the field, and
formed our extreme left. Several farmhouses dotted this
same rich little valley.

Across this valley Gen. Reynolds' hne advancec some-
whast bastily, almoet before it was well formed, and in that
condition did not gofar until against it s heavy force of the
rebel infantry was thrown, and Gen. Reynolds was in turn
driven. But his troopa retired step by step, and in fxcel
lent order.

CAPTURE OF A SMALL REBEL DRIGADE.

Forward with the utmost enthusinam pressed the rebel
line, eager now to turn Reynolds’ retirement into & rout,
Some of the rebels had too much enérgy and got too far:

- for, while they pressed too closely on the right of the cen-
tre division, the left of the ssme division was suddenly
swept around, and then enclosed in the handsomest man-
ner an entire rebsl brigade under Gen. Archer. Gen.
Archer and his whole staff were taken. About fifteen huo-
dred of the enemy’s men thus fell into our kands, and went
to the rear. Small regiments were tha order in this bri-
gade. The regiments which made this eapture were the
Sixth Wiseonsin, the Brooklyn Fourteenth, and the Ninety.
fifth New York.

ANOTHER ADVANCE

Thoeugh the First Corps still continued to retire, the re
bel advance was broken sooun after this, and Gen. Rey-
nolds now prepared to go forward in earnest, apparently
forgetful that he had at first only gone in to support cav-
alry, and was likely to briog on a geveral engagement
with only one corps. Formed as before, his line went for-
ward and drove the enemy across the valley and over the
ridge at the further side ; buf it was at great expense to
us, a8 the fire with which they received our forces was
terribly severe. From the hill the line of skirmishers was
thrown out some distance, and Gen. Reynolds went out to
the line to reconnocitre, when he was hit by a musket ball
in the bead and ivstantly killed.

ARRIVAL OF THE ELEVENTH CORPS,
1o rather less than an bour after the fight began the
Eleventh Corps came up the same road by which the First
bad spproached, and Gen. Howard at once assumed com-
mand of the whole field, while Gen. Bchurz assumed com-
mand of the Eleventh Corps. Gen. Doubledny bad already
. sssumed command of the Firsl Corps.

Across the north side of the town runs a creek, on which
shortly after noon it was reported the rebels were massing
troops, apparently to take the First Corps in its rear. To
guard against an advance from that direction, Gen. How-
ard sent forward the first and third divisions of the Ele-
venth Corps, whiech moved ncross the rear of the First
Corps and through the town, snd took up position with the
first division on the right. Gen. Steinwehr's division—the
sooond—was held as a reserve.

Meantime two or three of our batteries held a sharp
parley with the rebel batteries posted on the hills that en-
cirele the town,and their balls overahot our batteries some-
what and threw several shot in among the solid peopie of
Gettysburg. 'Whether it frightened them or not I can

o REPULSE OF THE REBELS.

At sbout half-past two o'clock, while the batteries ex
changéd s beavy fire and some sharp musketry woke up
the echoes on the right, the rebels advanced in heavy foree
aguinat the First Corps, which slowly retreated from the
hills beyond the valley to high ground near the seminary,
where it prepared to make all the resistance it was capa-
ble of. Tt was reinforced thera by some dismounted dra-
goons, and fought in the open field ; for, though some rail
fonces were thrown down aeross the front of our hine, they
afforded no cover From the woode beyond the farm-
houses, and scross the open space, n rebel foree of per-
hapa three large brigndes ndvanced handsomely in line of
battle, while the rebel batteries near the geveral centre
shelled our position botly to cover the advance.

On came the line, right up within short rangs of our
position, when it was opened upon with a fire so sharp
a1 well werved as to stagger and then completely repulae
it. Backward went the lne that came forward in such
good order, n mere wars of atragglers, ench of whom made
the best of his way nernss the plain,

While the musketry was very hot in front of General
Doubladay, n party of about one hundred rebels stole
l.llm‘h the woods well up on Doubledny's left Aank, and
fired n Inrgn barn, one of those immenss magazines of
breadstufls that in Pennsylvanin so averpeer the compara-
tively emall farmhouses. An immense black column of
amoke soon began to asceud from the roof, brenking out
pml’)‘ into a white, sulphurous cloud, »
fisrce red blaze. nder cover of thin fire the rebel skir-
mishers exchanged “numerons shote with w line of ghor
mirhere from the cavalry on our extreme left

SECOND REFULSE OF THE REBELS

Repulsed, bul not vangquishe 1, the rebel line was re-

formed and reinforerd: and now, for » second lime, came
on & fores peatly twics #x greal as sl firat. Ouee more,
wlan, the batteries threw ehells, snswered by our batteries
on the left, and alay by hatteries of ours on the extreme
right, which at this time threw sbell st the position on the
ensmy's centre. Onge ware the packed, rapid ratile of
our file fire broke out, and onee mors the rebel line was
broken and went to the right shont in rout

ARGTHER ONSET - 0OUR FORCES FALL BACK.
‘There i a mysterious fatality connected with the third
time; and a0, alter o lull and perivd of comparat ve quiet
of twenty minutes, onward for & third time came the re-
bele, quite as orderly as before, their line of akirmishers
firing as they eame on. In so grest force wan this line
that it m’ Mﬂﬂ.m‘“ line of the Firat Cﬂl‘pl
on both flaoks. Two bﬁm on the l'i‘hl were quile
out of ammunition, and the order wae given to retreat on
the town; and our boys accordingly retreated in good
order, while the rebels rushed forward with yells to our
position.

AND SEVERE VIGHTING

nd then inlo &

the third, in good order, skirmishers ubead, until the posi-
tion of the seminary was reached, when they came for-
ward with agrush, and occupied s hill we bad ot deemed it
worth w gw Bold aftor the other was taken. On nlso
CHIDG 81 ling in support belind this, snd our envalty
oni the extreme lefl begau Lo retire.

THE FIELD AFTER THE BATTLE,
At this moment the field presented a true war picture.
Across the fields to the right came the rebel line, with
colors which fluttered in the pleasant breeze ;-in the ceu-
tre were two farmbouses, outhouses, and barns in flames,
and on the left the eolumn of cavalry in retreat, while
beyond all the rays of the sun beat down through the
showery clouds and gilded every object with a peculinrly
golden light, and over the heavens 1o the enstward
stretched n maguificent raiubow.
The new position of the Third Corps wus ut & lise of
stone wall southwest of the town, slong the slope of a hill
on which is a cemelery. When the First Corpa retired to
the town the left of the Eleventh was uncovered, and a
hesvy advance completely on ita right flank at the same
time compelled it to retire. It affords me pleasure to say
that this corpsis reported to have fought well and lost
waoy men. As I was on our extreme left I did not see
the fight of the Eleventh Corps.
After our relirement on the town the rebel advance was
not pressed further. And so ended a battle that was
brought on in the most rash manner, yet which was well
fought againat a largely superior foree, and gotten out of
at last much better than we could have expected.
The rebel force fought by us was the corps of Gen.
Ewell and that of A. P. Hill. South of the town is a
high hill, on which is a cemetery, and this became the
headquarters. Ita slope to the west was held by the First
Corps, and a eontinuation of hills from it toward the east
was held by the Eleventb, while the Twelfth Corps was
placed 80 us to hold both fanks, the first division, under
Gen. Willinms, being on the extreme right, and the second
division, under Gen. Gesry, on the extreme lelt. The
"Third Corps, which came on the field just at nightfall, was
massed in the centre, ready to ba used whenever occasion
might require. Gen. Slocum, of the Twellth Cerps, had
assumed the command upon his arcival.

SOME OF OUR LOSSES.

Mujor Gen. Reynolds was placing his men when he was

fatally wounded, and urging them on to the support of
Gen., Buford. He cried out in his enthusiasm, * For
God's sake' forward, my brave boys—forward!” And
forward they went—that iron brigade of old Col. Mere-
dith which bas never failed since the war began. Just
then Gen. Reynolds received his fatal wound, and falling
over upon Capt. Wilcox, his aid, who was riding beside
him, he exclaimed, “ Good God, Wileox, I am killed '
Capt. Wilcox had his horse shot under him at about the
same time, and was severely bruised by the full.
Brig. Gen. Meredith was badly bruised by the fall of his
horse, which was killed. His son, Lieut. Meredith, was
wounded in the leg by a shell. Lieut. Woodward, aid-de-
camp to Gen. Meredith, was wounded by a musket ball in
the right arm. Gen. Meredith’s brigade went into the
fight 1,830 strong, aud eame out with only 618, Among
the Killed, wounded, and missing are sixty-seven officers.

The light brigades of Tennessee and Mississippi, under
Gen. Archer, were caplured by Gen. Meredith's brigade.
The Twenty-eighth Migsissippi, Col. Root, was surrender
ed to Col. Dawes, of the Sixth Wisconsin,
The second division of the First Cerps, commnsuded by
Gen. Robinsou, suffered badly. The firsl brigade was com-
manded by Brig. Gen. Paul, who was killed, when Col.
Lennard, of the Thirteenth Massachuselts, assumed com-
mand, but was shortly wounded, and the command de-
volved upon Col. Robert, of the Nivety-fourth New York.
Gien, Baxter, of the second brigade, lost nearly all his stafi
in killed, wounded, and prisoners. Geu. Robinson, com-
manding this divieion, lost most of his stefl. He took
2,500 officers and men into the fight and can report only
aight bupdred and niety-six lelt. They captured Gen.
Evans, {rom ten to fifteen hund red prisoners, and three flags.
Lieut. Thomag, of Gen. Baxter's staff, was killed.

TIHE NEW POSITION AT GETTYSBURG,

Gen. Reynolds, it seems wore and more clear, fuught
rashly on Wednesday, and very probably against the wishes
of the commander of the army; yet his battle, which lost
us many men, gave us full information of the whereabouts
of the enemy’s main body, and committed the enemy to
the position north of Gettysburg, or perbaps led bim to
believe that we had a greater force in his front than we
then had, and so made bim fear to make any such eon-
siderable movement as would be necessary to take up a
new posilion in presence of this army. At Gettysburg all
the good roads in this part of the country converge. All
the other roads, except those that meet here, ara mere
byways for the use of the neighborhood, narrow and soon
eut up, and thus rendered unfit for the movement of an
army. Northward from Gettysburg run roads to Harris-
burg, and southward from it run three good roads, the
principal and best of which is the Baltimore turnpike.
For any movement towards its own border, therefore, the
possession of these rosds which run to the south was ne-
cessary to the Southern army, and these roads onee in our
possession Lhe position of the Soutbern army became eriti-
cal; for should Lee attempt to retire by any other roads
than these we should have a shorter line to any point on
his route, and could consequently hit him wherever we
might choose ; while, if be should fight us without these
roads and win, he would win but little more than a way
to get out, and if decisively beaten his defeat would be
very disastrous.

PREFARATIONS BY GEN. MEADE,

Gen. Meade (who argived in the night of Wednesday)
began from the first to mass his forces in such & manner
as would enable him to hold these roads to the beet advan-
tage. South of the town the country is generally hilly ;
but there are three hills that deserve especial mention, as
they form the points on which our line is drawn—Cemetery
Hill, n the southern edge of the town ; & nameless hill half
a wile to the enst of Cemetery 11ill, and Sugar Loaf Hill,
directly south of Cemetery Hill and sbout two miles distant
from it. Between Cemetery Hill and Sugar Loaf Hill the
country is open and level, and our men in that position
faced directly west from Cemetery Hill to the nameless
one ; we fneed to the north, and between the Intter and
Sugar Loaf Hill yon looked to the southeast
Our position was therefore & somewhat irregular
triangle, and ita peculiarily waa that, practieally, it bad no
fianks ; for in case of necessity the line could have swept
around #o that the extreme right and left would meet on
the turnpike. Our line from Cemetery Hill to the right
wan n rocky ridge, very thiekly wooded; and bere, during
the early part of the day, rome defences wera.oonstructed
under the direclion of Gens, Williams and Geary, of the
Twelh Corpe, which was posted at this place. Though
many of those who helped to coostruct these defences
thought that they would, like conntless others, amount to
very little when the fight eame, they proved eventanlly to
be of the utmost value

POs1TIONS oF ol R FORCES,
Giem, Steinwehr occupied Cemetery Hill, which com
mande the town, while the fight raged on Wednesday, and
at the elore of that day's battle the remnants of the First
and Eleventh Corps were posted thers and a little down
the Hine o the right-and left, aod there they remainod on
Thuraday st the commencement of the second battle. On
the vpen country to our left Iay the Seoond and Third Corps,
nnd the Fifth wan so marsed ae to fill up the thied line, The
Bixth wae put pesr to the Fifth when it came up.

On Cemetery Hill we had several batteries, and, indeed
every point that conld possibly commanda fire was erowned
with a battery; for, in addition to the guns reguinrly st-
tacked to the corpe, we had np the reserve artillery,
Throughout the wide extent of the fields enclosed within
our lines ambulunces and ammunition traine were packed
every where, and it proved that they were all under fire,
on Thureday, for the ficld of fire of the rebel guns opponite
our right met that of the rebel guns opposite our left in
this enclosed space, and shells exploded every where, and
round ahot burtled through the air in every direction.

THE BATTLE OF THURSDAY.

After what had taken pince on Wednesday, and with
the knowledge of the foree that had come up, there was
good reason to beheve, and all in camp did believe, that

Day broke in quiet, however, &nd bresk(sst wha taken at |

easo. Now sud thep there wero little disputed botween

the enemy’s pickets and ours in the streets of the town,
for we held part and they part, and somatimes & g in
ono of our batteries would esud B oxperimental shell to-
wards (he enemy's linos, The euswy through all this kept
marvellously shy with his artillery, and did not fire » shot,
which it was thought indieated that heavy smnmunition was
searce in the rebel eamp

During all the earlier part of the day very lithle Was
known in respect to the enemy's movewents, but it was
thought to be clearly made cut That he was massing his
forees on our extreme right. In view of this additional
preparations were mads to meet whatever might come in
that direction. But there were some who thought that
the movements of the enemy towards our right were made
only for show and to distract at'ention from more impor-
tant points; for such was the ature of the country that,
had the enemy really wished to mass his forees there, he
could bave done it without making & man visibla,

AN ARTILLERY FIGHT,

All dny more or less picket fising had taken place vn
our left, and it became pretiy sharp between two and
three P. M. Some wmovements were in progress behind
this fire, nad to develop these Gen. Sickles was ordered to
advance with the whole Third Corps. This advance
brought on the general engagement

Under cover of a fire from 1he eight brass piecea in bat-
tery on the open field, the corps went forward in line of
battle, corps and division and brigade colors all in the air,
and the men in excellent spizits. Then the evemy's artil-
lery, so long silent, began on our left at the pieces in the
field. In turn our pieces on Cemetery Hill opened on
those of the enemy in the field; other batteries of the
enemy nearer our centre opened on those on Cemetery
Hill, and #o 1t went around until our guns on the northern
fuce of the hill engaged the enemy's batteries two milea
acroes the country, on our right. The whole valley in
which Gettysburg lies was one immense network, with the
trace of shells from battery to battery.

Such a concentration of fire on our position hnfurally
necessitated some movement of nmbulances and ammuni-
tion wagons, and in ten minutes after this exiensive duel
began the Ballimore turnpike was lined with vehicles in
motion towards safer places. All sorts of ehaky fellows
also improved thjs opportunity to eflect a slight ** ekedad-
dle,” and soon the column of men in motion towarda the
rear became more considersble than the ¢olumn of vehi-
cles. When men once begin to go each additional shell
that explodes in the air above them makes them want to go
faster, and, owing to this peculiar constitution of the hu-
man animal, a stampede down the Baltimore road was im-
mivent, when a line of men was established and every
fellow disposed to retire was forced to the front.

By this sbelling the Cewmetery Hill was cleared. All
day it had been oceupied by lines of men, and there groups
of officers gnthered together, inspected the position, and
canvassed the possibilities. Many men sat upon the graves,
leaned against the tombstouves, and recounted their va-
rious mischances. Orderlies enme and went incessantly,
for there Gens. Howard and Steinuwebr had their head-
quarters. Altogether the city of the dead was a very lively
place, but very soon after the artillery fire became warm,
it was deserted by all but the Generals whose headquar-
ters were there, and the men necessary to hold the place.

THE INFANTRY ENGAGED.

Meantimo the musketry fire un our left seemed to be-
come every moment more and more fierce. Already the
Third Corps had once been driven in disorder from ground
it had won, but, rallied by Gen. Sickles in person, it had
agnin gone forward, and now held its place with desperate
tenacity against a very heavy force, for this advance on
our left had developed that the enemy’s forces were in
reality massed here ; and when the Third Corpa took the
initiative, it only precipitated an attempt on the part of
the enemy which might otherwise have come when we
were not s0 well prepared to receive it.

Hard pressed on ite whole line, the Third Corps called
for support, and at five P, M. the Fifth Corps was marched
from its position on the Baltimore turnpike, by a little
cross road, right across to the little hill just north of Sugar
Loaf Hill, and went into action on the left of the Third
Corpe. This advance developed still further the intention
of the enemy, which was to get around our left flank, and
8o to get at the Emmettsburg road, and perhaps at our
ammunition wagona near it. As the division of regalars
and Griffin’s division of the Fifth Corps went forward,
and before the fire had opened on their froms, some fire
swept from their left down the line, and the right brigade
of the division of regulars was wheeled so as to face that
way. No sooner had it done so than the fire in front
opened, which then came in the rear of the right brigade,
aod threw it into some confusion ; but it was rallied and
went on again, and the line of the two divisions drove the
enemy before it until it bad taken the position previously
occupied by one of the enemy’s batteries.

Here a fire was concentrated on these two divisions
from batteries further to the rear, and at the same time
the enemy was reported on their left. At once the line
was ordered to retire, and went back steadily to the crest
of the hill. This hll was not particularly precipitous, but
on the front it was very rough and roecky, and the crest
wis covered with a growth of serub oaks,

DISASTROUS REPULSE OF THE ENEMY.
It was half an hour before sunset, and now came the
final great attempt with which the rebels usually endeavor
to close up great engngements—the attempt which eer-
tainly has in the larger number of instances been erowned
with success. Here, however, it met a different fate.
Two divisions, which proved to be Anderson’s and Me-
Law's, of Longstreet's corps, were formed for thix great
attempt, and came forward in their nsual maguificent
style. They had difficult ground to come over, but on they
oame, over rocks and through the low wood, until within
a fuir distance, when fhey made a rosh with all possible
yells roared ont in one. They did not keep their line very
even, but they wers scarcely less impetuous as » mass than
they would have been in line. They killed men on the
crest of the hill, ovar the crest, and men were even driven
well down on the other side; but these rallied on those
that held their places, and bulleta wers poured into the
rebel mass by volleys. Checked, broken, beaten back by
this one Titavic effort of the Fifth Corps, the atiacking
column was scattered down the hill, and the battle was
over on the left, with the enemy complately beaten.
A RIGHT ATTACK AND REPULSE.

In twenty minutes after the heavy fight was over on
our left, the last vestige of daylight was gone, and the
maoon was so much enveloped in clouds that it was scarcely |
‘possibly to see at all. Just in this impenetrable darkness |
the fire of melu-h began acrose on our right, and in & lit-
tle while swelled into & heavy continuous fire. This was
at the post where the Twelfth Corps had been placed
early in the day, but when the battle became doubtful on
our left all of the Twelfth Corps but one brigade had been
sent over there, The brigade thus left was the Third, of
Gen. Geary's division, made up of five New York regi-
mente—tbe Bixtieth, Seventy-cighth, One Hundred and
Second, One Hundred and Thirty-seventh, and One Hun-
dred and Forty-ninth, and was commanded by Brig. Gen.
George 8. Greene. Though the force was o alight {he
command was in worlby hands, and thus our brigade was

enabled to hold a hine which had previously been oceupied

by & corps. Gen. Wadsworth sent down n few men from
the First Corps, and Col. David Ireland, of the One Hun-
dred and Thirty-seventh New York, gathered together

+ | some loose men on the rond, and compelied them to take

their places behind the field works against Gen. Greene's
position. The enemy ndvanced in two lines. Our men
held their plsces well, and repulsed st this point four
pharges, when the enemy gave up all further efforis.
Though T recount Gen, Greene's vietory thus briefly, the
fire on his front was continuous for thirty minutes.

For seven hours without cessation the Army of the Po-]
tomne has been tried by the fire. It has suffered terribly,
but hae beaten the enemy in the hardest fight it has yet
neen.

—

ANOTHER ACCOUNT.
Mr. M. L. CROURSE, svother New York gorreapondent,

pus graphically desoribos the battle of Thureday: . .
t about 4§ o'clock P. M ¢ e

On eame the enemy’s fourth line, further to the right of

Thureday wold be ushered in with the nowe of hattle,

. -

phifygnts by a salvo of artillery, hin first shells falling un-

i Lo —

comfortably uear Gen. Méade's headquattéts. ,’hw
bour forth to B4 o’clock, ocoukred by all the
sanguinary engsgement yot chronicled in the lu
wak, considor iag ita shork duration.

The wrtiilery attack, which was made by lllf. cuewy oo
the leit and zentre, was rapidly [ llowed by the ndvanee of
his infactry. ‘The Third Corps received the attack with
grent cooluess, 'The ribels at ones made for our flank, and
kept moving heavy coluns in thet direction. This ne-
cesritated support, which was guickly given by the Fifth
Corpe—1the divisicn ol Gen. Barnes being sent to the right,
nud that of Gien. Ayvee, regulars, to the left, with Gen,
Crawford in reserve.

The battle now became perfectly fearful. The armies
engaged each other at very ehort range, sad for three long
hours the war of musketry was incessant. I have heard
wore voise, louder erashes, in other battles, but I never
eaw or heard of such desperate, tenacious fighting as took
plsce in this flank. The enemy would often bring up
suddenly & heavy column of men, and foree our line back,
only to be in turn foreed back by our own line of glittering
steel,

Our gallint eclumns covered themselves with glory over
and over sgaiv. They fought a superior force in numbers,
The dispoeitions of the enamy were very rapid, for look
whers you would on that field a body of rebels would be
ndvaccing. Our_dispositions were equally rapid, and the
enemy found more than their equal in such gallant vete-
rans a8 Bickles and Birney and Humphreys. At half-past
six Gen. Sickles was struck in the right leg by a piece of
shell, and boroe from the field. The injury was so great
that amputation became necessary, and it was performed
successfully.

The struggle grew hotler and hotter. The Second Corps
was called on for aid, and though its own position was
stroogly threatened, yet the first division, formerly Gen.
Hancock's, flung themeelves into thefight with desperation,
and after a long and obstinate conflict the enemy elowly
and sullenly gave way. In this Iast charge the brigade of
Gen. Caldwell, Second Corps, and that of Col. Bwitzer,
from the Fifth Corps, won great honors. The charges
made by our men deserve mention, but want of time
forbida.

The battle lasted till fully 84 o'clock, when the enemy
fell back to his old position, snd left our veterans the eo-
sanguined victors of that field, Our pickets wers thrown
out, and our lines covered most of the field, ncluding a
great many of the enemy's dead and wounded. I visited
some portions of the line by moonlight, and can bear per-
sonal witnees to the terrible ferocity of the battle. In front
of some of our brigades, who had good protection from
stone walls or fences, the rebel dead lay piled in lines like
winrows of hay.

A great and wagpificent feature of this fight is the splen-
did use of artillery. Though our line of battle was only
a mile and a half long, yet almoat every battery belonging
to the Army of the Potomac was more or less engaged.
Every one of the reserve batteries was brought info se-
tion, the positions for use being numerous. The enemy
also used artillery largely, but not to pearso great an ex-
tent as we did. From this they suffered immensely, and
specially on the lelt, where canister was largely used. I
believe we lost no artillery, unless it was two or three
disabled pieces, though it was very wonderful we did not.

THE DECISIVE BATTLE OF FRIDAY.

All the various reports agree in stating that the battle
of Friday was decisive in favor of the natiooal arms. This
attack, like thoso of the two preceding daye, was com-
menced by Gen Lee. The field of the conflict was on the
south side of Gettysburg—most of the musketry fighting
in the forenoon being within the woods, while the artillery
was posted on eminences, from which the timber bad been
cut. The following account of this sanguinary engagement
is from the reporter of the Associated Press, under date
of the evening of the 3d instant:

The battle began at daylight in the morning, at which
time the batteries of the enemy’s right wing opened on our
left, and shortly after those of his centre followed. After
half an hour's cannonsding, deing but little damage to us,
the fire slackened and omly occasional shots were ex-
changed.

Bhortly afterwards the enemy’s left, composed entirely
of infantry and sbarpshooters, made an attack on our right
wing. So suddenly and impetuously was it accomplished
‘hat our skirmishers and front line were driven back from
their entrenchments, but by the aid of the batteries in the
rear, and the indomitable bravery of the Twelfth Corps,
we regaived the first position, and eaptured a considerable
pumber of prisoners. Several hours of ominous silence
followed the repulse.

A GREAT ARTILLERY F.GHT.

At one o'clock the enemy fired two shots, npparently as
signals for the grandest artillery fight ever witnessed on
thin continent. It ia estimated that before s moment
elapsed eighty guns opened upon us. Our batteries re-
tarned the compliment wilh interest. The air seemed
literally thick with iron, and for more than an hour it
seemed impossible that man or beast could live through it.
Strange to say, the enemy’s accuracy of range exhibited
on the two previous days was wanting on this occasion,
Most of their shells exploded far in the rear of our front,
and generally missed our batteries.

Under cover of this few d'enfer Lee advanced his co-
lumns of infantry from their cover, and made several des-
perate attempta to carry the line by assault, but each sue-
cessive attempt was repulsed with terrible bavoe to their
ranks. :

THE FINAL STRUGGLE—TERRIFIC SLAUGHTER.

After an hour's incessant cannonading the fire grew lews
intense for & briel period, but was again renewed for n
short time with equal spirit. Dauring this period some of
our batteries, whose ammunition was expended and the
men exhaueted, censed to fire, and on the approach of the
reserve batteries withdrew to the rear. The enemy, only
seeing the batteries withdrawn and mistaking this for a
retreat, made & rapid infantry charge up the hill and at-
tained a position in one line, culting to pieces and almost
annihilating the Maine infantry supports; but, before they
bad time to rejoice at their imaginary success, the fresh
batteries poured in a deadly fire of canister and case shot.
The infantry reserves on either flank of the gap charged
them and added greatly to their destruction. They were
completely surprised, and hundreds threw down their arms
and avked for quarter. Nearly the entire brigade of Gen.
Dick Garnett was surronnded, and Garnett himself, wound-
ed, barely made his eseape. Longstreet was reported
mortally wounded and a prisoner. He is reported to have
died an hour afterwards.

PRISONERS TAKEN—THEIR REIORTS.

About 4.30 P. M. the artillery of the enemy alackened,
nnd bad entirely ceased at five. The last shot which they
fired was far beyond their original position, and the in-
fantry columne had withdrawn to their covers.

‘We took upwards of three thousand prisoners. The enemy
captured but few if any of our men. The rebel prisoners
report that Gen. A. P. Hill was killed outright upon the
field, and that their officers suffered fur grenter casualties
than in any previous engagement.

SOME OF OUR LOSSES IN OFFICERS.

8o terrific was the fire of the enemy that the swall house
where Gon. Mende and stafl were quartered was perforated
by weeveral shols. Many of the staff horses were killed
around the houss. Gen. Butterfield was struck in the
breast, and it is feared internally injured, by & piece of
shell which exploded in the building. Gen. Joseph Dicken-
son, of the stafl, had his left arm perforated by s flying
fisgment of a sbell, aod it seemed a miracle that no
greater damage wan done to life or limb. Beveral of our
| goneral officers were wounded in the engagement. Gen.
Haneock wns wounded in the leg; Gens. Gibboos, War-
ren, and Huni, were wounded. In consequence of the
excitement and dificully in ascortaining their loeation, the
namee of many promivent officers reported as killed could
not be ancertained by the reporter.

THE BRAVERY OF THE SOLDIERS.

Too much eredit eannot be given to the men at our bat-
terion, who for hours stood o their gnne under & broiling
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Last night, believing it to be his duty to the csuse, and
to learn how far he would be supported in the spprosch-
ing conflict, he summoned his eorps snd division com-
manders for consultation.

CONGR&TULATORY ORDEB OF GEN. MEADE.

The wrmpuﬂuldlhmmu the Head
quarters of the Army of the Potomae forwards the follow-
g congratulatory order, issued by Gen. Meade on the
Fourth of July :

GeNeraL Orpen No. 68.

The Commanding General, in bebalf of the onuntry
thanks the Army of the Potomace for the glorious result of
the recent operations.

Our enemy, superior in numbers and flushed with the
pride of a successful invasion, attempted to overcomse or
destroy this army. Utterly baffled aod defeated, he has
‘now withdrawn from the contest.

The privations and fatiguee the army bas endured, and
the heroic courage and gallantry it bas displayed, will be
matters of history to be ever remembered.

Our task is not yet accomplished, and the Commandiog
General looks to the army for greater effurts to drive from
our #oil every vestige of the presence of the invader.

It is right and proper that we should on suitable ecca-
sions 1eturn our grateful thanks to the Almighty Disposer
of Eveuts that, in the goodness of His providence, he has
thought fit to give vietory to the cause of the just.

By command of Major General Meade :
8 WiLLIAMS, A, A. General.

GEN. FARNSWORTH KILLED.
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTomac, JuLy 5.

The rebel General Pender is wounded. Generals John-
ston and Kemper (rebels) are killed. Gen. Farnsworth,
of our cavalry, is killed. The rebel losses are estimated
at 20,000. OQur troops are in excellent spirits. Gen. But-
terfield’s wound is more severe than supposed, but not se-
rious at sll. The rebels abandon their wonnded and
killed.

MOVEMENTS TO INTERCEPI' THE ENEMY.

NeArR GETTYSBURG, JULY 5.—The enemy have re-
treated towards the Potomae. Their skirmishers were
drawn in last night, and & small cavalry foree, probably
the rear guard, passed through Emmittsburg this morning
about daylight.

Our troops have been engaged all day in burying the
dead, relleving the wounded, and collecting arms, many
thousands of which belonged to the rebels.

The rebel pontoon bridge at Dam No. 4 has been de-
stroyed by our eavalry, almost unopposed, and the caval-
ry, at last advices, had gone up to Williamsport to destroy
two bridges there.

passage of the Potemac, and our army is slready in mo-
tion. So much time, however, has elapsed since Lee com-
menced to withdraw from our front that his advance may
have reached Williamaport to croes before we can pre-
vent it.

Lee yesterday paroled about two thousand Union pri-
soners. 'They were received by Gen. Couch. -

It is not true, se stated, that Longstrest was captured
and died. Gen. Hunt, chief of artillery, was not wounded.
Both of these reports were apparently well authenticated
and freely believed.

MOVEMENTS OF GEN. COUCH.

HARRISBURG, JULY 6.—Gen. Couch has pushed for
ward all his effective force to co-operate and join with the
Army of the Potomac, and is, by order of Gen. Meads,
pushing the troops forward as rapidly as they are organ.
ized. The country may rest assured that be is doingallin
his power to advance the interest of our cause. His ad-
vance 1s already in contact with the enemy, and aiding in
the glorious results.

The troops under Gen. Pierce, formerly Milroy’s com-
mand, arrived yesterdsy at Chambersburg, and pushed
on to Greencastle, where they cap'ured five hundred pris-
oners, two wagons loaded with plunder, and three pieces
of artillery. The prisoners were stragglers, making their
way to the Potomac in company with wagon trains.

PURSUIT OF THE FLYING ENEMY.
BALTIMORE, JULY 7, P. M.—Adviees from the army up
to two o’clock P. M. on SBunday, July 5, state that General
Mende's headquarters were at Cresgerstown last might,
and were to be in Frederick to-day.

Gen. Meade has telegraphed that Lee's army is retreat-
ing in wild confusion.

Every available man in Baltimore and W in
being burried to Frederick to intercept Lee's flying and
demoralized troops.

‘We learn that the rebel retreat is towards Williamsport,
through Hagerstown, by several roads, and that Frederick
and the South Mountain are held by a large Federal force.
There is a probability of another battle at or near Antietam.

FLIGHT OF GEN. LEE’'S ARMY.
L.OSS OF PRIBSONERS, CANNON, WAGONS, &e.
DEBERTION OF THEIR WOUNDED.

GETTYSBURG, JULY 6.—The reports from the front are
very cheering. Our cavalry, supported by infantry, are
close upon the heels of the enemy, and important results
are likely to occur before night.

A despateh from Gen. Gregg this morning reports that
the rebels, instead of gomg to Chambersburg, sre pushing
to Greencastle. The roads are very heavy in consequence
of recent rains, and trains upon trains are stuck in the
mud. The enomy are abandoning all their wounded on the
retreat. Every house and barn for fifteen miles is an hos-
pital. They are leaving all, Generals and Colonels, as well
aa privates. All their wounded will fall into our hands.
We have taken thus far six thousand prisoners, besides
wounded.

Another despatch states that the head of the rebel re-
treating column passed through Greenwood, twelve miles
northwest of Hagerstown, on Bunday forencon. On Bua
day night Loogstreet's headquarters were at Jack's Moun-
tain, ten miles from Ge Ewell's headquarters
ware at Fairfield, sight milea distant. When the rebels
passed through Fairfield they were moving rapidly in three
columns abrenst.

The slaughter among the rebel General Officers has been
very great. Major Gen. Trimble is a prisonsr within our
lines with his left foot gone, Brig. Gen. Kemper is & pri-
soner and in a dying condition. Gen. Armistead, who was
captured on Thursday, is dead. Major Gen. Hood was
wounded in the arm. Gens. Beth, Pender, and Pickst are
also known to be wounded. Gens. Barksdale and Garnett |
were killed.

The enemy are reported to have a trestle bridge just
built across the Potomac, above Williamaport; if wo, it in
feared their main force may escape.

MORE CAVALRY OPERATIONS.
Hawnover, Jury 6.—Our cavalry oconfinue to harass
the anemy’s rear. The rebels have abandoved their wound-
od, and they are now mostly in our kands. 'We have buried
large numbera of their dead. Gen. Farosworth's body
was recoversd to-dsy. Our scouts report that Lee is
making every effort to gain a strong position on Bouth
Mountain Gap. He s, however, on country roads, which

‘are almost impassable, and his men and animals are report-
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THE rumu OF GEN. LEE.

The subjoined extracts from the Fredericktown sorre-
spondence of the Baltimore American show that the tele -

graphic reporta published yesterday of a battle being 10
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., the enemy soat hin first com- | limbers were exbausted of ammunition.

aleo nobly did their duty, and the enemy to-day st
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pisce up to yesterdsy sfterioon. By our
from Frederick, given in snother column, it w-lln-

Other preparations are in progress to intercept Lee's

5 bhdd chosen the old field of Antietam as his

dle ground.
e { Freperick, JuLy 7—A. M.
has agaiu beeome the scene of asctivity that
the presence of n great arny in pursuit of &
y. By the time that this reaches you the
whole Army of the Potomae, travel worn and battle-
scarred, yet buoyant and enthusiastio as I have not seen
it sinee it laid before Yorktown, will be bere, and a large
portion of it gone forward perhaps to seek & new battle-
fiell. The avant couriers of the sriny have been passiog
'rederick all day. Throogs uf eav-
alrymen, long lines of wagons, and galloping ataff officers
bave made the streets resound with noise and’ excﬂdiont.
RETREAT OF THE REBELS.
Partios who left Hagerstown to-day report that, the bead
of the rebel army had alresdy commenced there,

massed there, perhaps to try couclusions

Army of the Potomae. This is, homr,lf::dubﬁ
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to the river as possible, and try to regain rarhlumyu
the soil of Virginia the confidence and prestige they have

smured of victory, he could not win at Gettysburg, how
can he expect to do so now, when the conditions are so
greatly changed ? If he fights again this side of the Puto-
mae it will be with the Army of the Potomac infinitely
stronger in morale and reinforeed up to ite full strength
before the three glorious dsys of July, whilst he himeelf
is at loast twenty-five thousand weaker in men, and with

WHAT WE ARE DOIKG.

Though the rebels may reach the other sids of the Po-
{omac without further punishment, it will still not be for
want of effort on our part to inflict it on them. Our eav-
alry, under Pleasonton, is on their flank, and will not fail to
strike bard. Buford, Gregg, and Kilpatrick are miles in
front of here, and the advance of our infantry columos is
also where it ought to b-.
are ours, and with these ovidences of further possible suc-
cese we must await results.

OUR CAPTURES.

Comparing the various estimates which reach me I
thiok that our captures of prisoners will reash nine or ten
thousand. To this number is to be added the badly wound-
ed, who will be gatbered up all aloog the line of Lee's re-
treat, and the stragglers and deserters our eavalry are
already gathering up. The rebel loss in killed and slightly
wounded can bardly fall below twelve or thirteen thou-
sand, which will swell their total lossup to twenty-five thou
sand, sbout thirty-three per cent. of the total of seventy-
five thousand men Lee brought over ths Potomae with
him.

OUR LOSSES.

I put down our losses in killed and wounded at twelve
thousaund, and believe that will fully cover them. This in

except the few officers whom Lee was able to off.
Three thousand of our men who fell into his hands he pa
roled, but this parole, under the termas of the cartel, is of
no effect, because Gen. Meade positively refused to agree
to it.

FrEDERICK, TUESDAY, NOON.

There is no intelligence of the movements of the rebel
army beyond the statement that they are in considerabls
foreo at Hagerstown. Our cavalry are operating sctively
on the flank and rear, and are picking up hundreds of
prisoners. )

GEN. KILPATRICK'S CAPTURES.

The prisoners who arrived here yesterday and still are
encamped outside the town, except the wounded, who
have been sent to the hospitals, were eaptured by Gen.
Kilpatrick’s cavalry between Greencastle and Smithburg,
and are to be added to the sum total of prisoners captured
at Gettysburg. They were with a long wagon train of
sick, wounded, and stragglers, and were eaptured without
much opposition. They number about one thousand. Most
of them are North Carolinisns, with a sprinkling of Mary
landers, several of the Iatter being from this eity.

REINFORCEMENTS.
Coosiderable reinforcements have reached bere, includ

with which this regiment has been recruited and put in the
field is very creditable to officers and men. It will proba-
bly join the Maryland brigade. Gen. Kenly, it is under-
stood, is to have command of a division of Gen. French’s
Army Corps. The New York Seventh also arrived thie

afternoon.
FREDERICK, JULY 7T—P. M.
It is bardly permissible to refer in more than general
terms to the enormous military activity and preparation”

exactly is doing, where the troops are going, and other
it would not be right te speak. It, however, maybe sdid that

the Army of the Potomse, and il Lee only can be eaught
soy where short of the fortifications of Richmond hin
chance will be a slim one.

OPERATIONS OF OUR CAVALRY.
We have reports, as yet without any of the partieulars,
of the wholesale and succensful operations of our cavalry,
Buford has had = fight and eaptured wagons and prisoners;
Gregyg is operating successfully, and Kilpatrick is dashing
to and fro, gobbling up and burning trains, and sending
prisoners to the rear by hundreds. The hesvy raing
have so cut up the roads that the rebels are
much of the traine, and leaving the wounded they at-
tempted to carry off in wagons taken from the farmers all
along the line of their retreat.

- ARRIVAL OF GEN. MEADE.
Gen. Meade and Btafl arrived at noon to-day and estab
lished their headquarters at the United Statss Fotel.
Gen. Monde was received with mueh M‘Uﬁc
people of Frederick and the soldiors. Soon after hinarrival
a deputation of Iadies waited upon him and presented him
with bouquets, wreaths, &e.

THE POTOMAC,
Aﬂhhhow.lmﬂuﬁhlhrnmmﬂ
to obtain from the railroad men correet information in re-
ference to the condition of the Potomao river. A military
train went up to Harper's Ferry to-day. » four
fedd'mrmhnehﬂhbm or in
therefore entirely unfordable, as there must be from six to
seven feet of water at the beat fords. It je'siill rising.

THE REDEL PONTOON TRAINS,
There seoms to be some doubt whether the rebels had
any pontoon bridge scross the Potomac exeept that de-

stroyed byour forces at Falling Waters.  Teceivad
here from Willismsport say that the rebels have no :
there, but are working desperately to improvise 1 '

crossing. A vumber of the men are reported to
drowned in attempting to oross. If these reports are true; '
and Lee is detained on this side until the
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““bagging " will become a possibility
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be fatal.
IMPORTANT FROM NORTH cmmu;
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the Raleigh Standard of the 23d instant, supposed to be
from the Hon. Wm. A. Graham, denying the right of se-
ocession from the Federal Union, affirming the right of
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and that there seemed hhimmﬁmm be

lost on this side of the line. If, with his a1my buoyant and

his panoply of supposed invinoibility shattered to fragments., '

The Bouth Mountain passes

the whole extent of our losses. Of prisoners we lost none.

ing among the regimenta the Ninth Maryland. The rapidity

of which Frederick is at present the theatre, Of what
points of information which the public might like to hear,
the War Department seems at last in earnest 1 backing




